Amicus Briefs
Guidelines for Requests that APRL Participate in a Case by Filing an Amicus Brief
The Public Statements Committee (PSC) reviews requests for the Association of Professional Responsibility Lawyers (APRL) to file amicus briefs. The PSC makes its recommendation to the APRL Board on whether a request should be accepted. The Board considers, but is not bound by, the PSC’s recommendation.
A request shall be submitted by completing this form:  AMICUS BRIEF REQUEST-GOOGLE DOC Form
Contents of a Request. All requests made for APRL to file an amicus brief must contain:
1. The name of the person or organization making the request, with the name, phone number and email address of at least one contact person for the requestor.
2. The complete caption of the case and attach copies or links to any briefs that have been filed, including where applicable, the petition for writ of certiorari and the response.
3. The complete caption of the case from which the appeal is taken.
4. A list, by complete captions, of any known related cases that are also pending before the court.
5. The date by which the amicus brief must be filed. The PSC is likely to deny last minute requests.
6. Are you aware of any APRL members willing and able to draft or supervise the drafting of the proposed amicus brief? if so, please identify them.
7. A statement of the questions presented. The questions presented must raise important and substantial issues of legal ethics, lawyer regulation or professional responsibility that are critical to the outcome of the case. The mere existence of a legal ethics issue in insufficient. If the dispute turns primarily upon disputed questions of fact or procedural issues, the PSC is likely to deny the request.
8. A brief statement of the position the requestor wants asserted in the amicus brief. The requestor must include any research or work product the requestor has collected to support the position.
9. A summary of the facts that are relevant to the position to be asserted.
10. A brief statement of why APRL’s participation as an amicus is important and how APRL’s participation would make a significant contribution to the court’s consideration of the questions presented.
11. Absent extraordinary circumstances, APRL will only consider submitting amicus briefs to the highest relevant court after development of a full record.
Required Attachments. Please include copies of the relevant court opinions, briefings and, unless included in the opinions or briefs, copies of any statute, rule or caselaw central to the legal ethics question at issue.
****************
